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From the Pastor...

When you were a kid, you might have
learned the song…”He’s got the whole
world in his hands." It gave us peace and
comfort and it was enough as little kids
to teach us to trust. But, as adults, here’s
the question:  How do we find peace in a
world that at times seems out of control?
How do we remain hopeful in a world
that seems so broken? How do we trust
our God that at first glance seems
absent? If you've ever wondered about
this, you're not alone . . . and you're not
the first. Uncertainty is nothing new. The
uncertainty we face today is no different
from the uncertainty faced by
generations in the Bible and generations
since. And like them, we too find
ourselves wondering about God's
faithfulness, presence, and concern. In
the days ahead, we'll be this promise for
each other . . . "He's Still* Got the Whole
World in His Hands."  Keep that one in
your back pocket as you go about your
month and know that we're here for you.  

Peace,

Pr. Noah

Lenten Season 2021

Lent is a time of contemplation, and even penance, as we look forward
with humble awe and deep gratitude to the celebration of Jesus’
resurrection.  The season begins this year with Ash Wednesday on
February 17.  

A special drive-thru communion will be on Sunday, February 14 from
10:00-10:45 am in the Holy Cross parking lot. During this drive-thru, you
will receive the sacrament of holy communion (pre-packaged), a small
package of ashes for Ash Wednesday, and our Sunday school children
will receive a special package from our Sunday School Team!

Ash Wednesday worship will be held around a fire pit outdoors this
year.  This brief service will be on Wednesday, February 17 at 6:00 pm
in the Holy Cross parking lot.  Ashes and holy communion will be
distributed for self administration in your car or at home after the
service.  Masks will be required and social distancing will be enforced. 
 Even though it will be a short service, please dress accordingly for the
weather conditions.

Weekly mid-week online meditations will be offered again during Lent,
beginning on Ash Wednesday, at 11:30 am on the Holy Cross Facebook
page.

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter worship is still in the planning
process.  More details will be in the March newsletter.



Poinsettias Adorned the Altar at Christmas

Joe & Shirley Adamczak in memory of Wendy Adamczak
Judy Andersen, Alicia & Alexa in memory of Wally Andersen
Shirley Boe & family in memory of Cliff Boe
Evie Christiansen in memory of Keith "Huffer" Christiansen
Ray & Jackie Fawcett in honor of their grandchildren and in memory of their parents
Lloyd & Bev Grindahl in honor of their grandchildren and in memory of their parents
Evonne Kangas in memory of Lynn Persons
Evonne Kangas in memory of John Swenson
In memory of Kenneth & Patricia Kolquist by their children, grandchildren and 
 great-grandchildren
In memory of Gary Kolquist by his sisters, Nancy, Barb, Diane & Peggy
Cindy Kolquist in honor of Rod Saline, her children & grandchildren
Cindy Kolquist in memory of Dick & Janis Wingren and Kevin Kolquist
Pat Kolquist & family in memory of Donald "Fritz" Kolquist
Jane Martin in memory of her mother Norma Monroe
The families of Betty June & Alf Olsen in their memories
Rachel Prudhomme and Steve & Shar Kaspszak in memory of Robert J. Prudhomme
Rachel Prudhomme and Steve & Shar Kaspszak in memory of Robyn Prudhomme
Rachel Prudhomme and Steve & Shar Kaspszak in memory of James A. Prudhomme
Rachel Prudhomme and Steve & Shar Kaspszak in memory of Robert V. Prudhomme
Rich & Ann Reckinger in honor of Esther North and Doug Reckinger
Rich & Ann Reckinger in memory of Carol Reckinger and Ron North
Kim & Roland Schaefbauer in honor of Ray, JoHannah, Ray Frank and Schaefbauer's
Kim & Roland Schaefbauer in honor of Ardie, Zeke, Loraine, Helmer, Allan, friends &
family
Jesse, Kara, Kylee, Jace & Jax Stokke in honor of Cindy Kolquist and Rod Saline and in
memory of Kevin Kolquist
Robert Tobias in memory of Elaine Tobias
Bob & Helga Wallner in honor of Frontline Workers, especially Marcy Wallner,
Monica DeCaro and Dani Keppers

Thank you to those who purchased them:

The Rachel Circle will meet on Monday, February 8th at 3:30 pm via Zoom.  If you need
the Zoom link, please contact Becky Swor at (218) 391-0295. We are looking forward to
connecting again ~ it's been way too long!   
If you've been thinking of joining a women's circle, Rachel Circle would love to have you
join us!  Call Becky at the number above for more info!

Rachel Circle Meeting Virtually in February Upcoming
Worship at
Holy Cross

February 17



Holy Cross Key Priorities
Continuing to Make Progress

Donations are being collected for the auction NOW
through Sunday, February 14. (Please contact the church
office at (218) 722-0132 or holycrossduluth@gmail.com
to coordinate drop off of your donation/s.)               
 Check out the "Helping Out" tab on the Holy Cross
website (www.holycrossduluth.org) for some donation
suggestions!
Monetary donations are also being accepted.  Please
make checks out to Holy Cross Lutheran Church with
"Auction for Anders" in the memo line. 
The auction will be held ONLINE from March 1- March 26,
2021, Monday- Friday. We will be alternating and posting
different auction items every week during the auction. 
Follow the "auctionforanders" Facebook page for
updates! We will be posting regularly with new
information regarding Anders' cancer journey, auction
donations, and any other important auction details.

13-year-old Holy Cross member Anders Breidenbach was
diagnosed with cancer for the second time in 2020. Since his
diagnosis, he has undergone surgery and chemotherapy.
Anders completed his chemo at the end of November. In the
coming years, Anders will have follow-up appointments, labs
& imaging. 

The Youth Group has decided to help the family out with his
medical bills, so they are hosting an online silent auction. As
taken from the "auctionforanders" Facebook page, here are
some basic details:

We continue to have a great core group of volunteers
making phone calls to members on a  bi-monthly basis.  
The phone calls are a great way to check in on our
members, let them know of any new information at
Holy Cross and to see if they have any contact
information updates.     
We are in the process of distributing the third care
package to our homebound and shut-in members.  The
care packages contain Holy Communion and a few other
items, depending on the season.  This month's also
included ashes for Ash Wednesday and a beautifully
embroidered dish towel made by Erin Cox.

In October 2020, the Holy Cross leadership introduced to
the congregation three key priorities which they agreed
needed attention.  As the months have progressed, these
key priorities are still very much front and center.  Here is
an update on each:

Faith Interactions:  

Holy Cross Youth Group to Host
Online Silent Auction Fundraiser
for the Breidenbach Family

We recently got new phones in the office, replacing the
15-year-old system we had.  The new system is
internet based and offers a lot more options.  A big
thank you to Joe Fontaine for his assistance with the
upgrade!!
We are continuing to explore options for upgrading
some of the technology used for worship services and
anticipate having some recommendations soon!

We took a little reprieve from the weekly "Walking
Together" emails during January to bi-weekly ones.  We
will resume the weekly emails in February, keeping you
informed of happenings at Holy Cross.  Paper copies of
these messages are sent to those we don't have email
addresses on file for.  If you have an email address,
and haven't been getting emails from Holy Cross,
please contact the church office.
We are in the process of establishing an update to our
computerized church management system.  In the
near future each household will be sent the current
information we have on file for them and will be asked
to update and/or confirm this information.  Having
accurate, up-to-date member information on file is
important and we look forward to your timely
responses.

Technology:

Communication:
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