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Return Service Requested 

Please notify the church office of 
any change in address 

(temporary or permanent), phone 
or email as soon as possible.   

Having accurate contact  
information is very important for 

record keeping and relational    
purposes.  Thank you! 

 

Holy Cross Is Online! 
 

Virtual worship services are broadcast live on Facebook each week! 

Sundays @ 8:30 am - Traditional  

Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm - Contemporary 

Go to:  www.facebook.com and search for  

‘Holy Cross Duluth MN’ 

Services are also posted shortly after they conclude on our YouTube 

channel, www.youtube.com (search for ‘Holy Cross  Duluth MN’)  

and on our website, www.holycrossduluth.org. 

 

You can also give online at www.holycrossduluth.org/give 
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Our Mission Statement: 

“Celebrate Grace, Grow in Faith and Make a Difference for God” 
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Prayer Requests: 
If you have a prayer request, 
please contact the church office 
and our  prayer groups will be 
notified. 
 
 
Due to the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, the Holy Cross 
building is closed.  Current-
ly the only activities taking 
place are virtual worship 
services and pre-scheduled 
ministry team and task 
force meetings.  Please 
email holycrossduluth@ 
gmail.com  or call (218) 
722-0132, if you have an 
urgent need.  Your       
messages will be returned 
promptly. 
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Joy in Challenging Times: How Can I Keep from Singing 
 

Clap your hands, all you peoples;  
shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

(Psalm 47:1; read entire Psalm 47) 
 

You don’t need to feel guilty about joy in times of trouble. 
You can shout for joy, clap your hands and give thanks in  
difficult times. We need to honor all our feelings. Often the 
ability to feel joy is related to our ability to lament and      
protest. We can mourn and celebrate, and we need to do both 
as is appropriate. 
 
One of my favorite hymn is “My Life Goes on in Endless Song,” 
also known as “How Can I Keep From Singing.” Dwell in the 
words meditatively, recognizing their holistic spirituality: 
My life goes on in endless song 
above earth’s lamentations, 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
Through all the tumult and the strife 
I hear it’s music ringing, 
It sounds an echo in my soul. 



 

 

From the Congregation President 

Dear Holy Cross members, 

In late May the church officers appointed a Task Force to create the procedures necessary to 
reopen Holy Cross. Since then, the ministry teams of Worship & Music and Property &          
Operations have added their inputs and recommendations. The next step is to compile all this 
information into protocols and procedures for in-person worship and then seek Congregation 
Officer approval.  As we do this work, the health and safety of our Holy Cross family is the key 
priority. We have adopted an approach of minimizing the risk of spreading the coronavirus by 
taking cautious and measured steps. These protocols will certainly change how we conduct in- 
person worship. Some changes you may expect are: social distancing - maintaining a 6 foot 
separation, wearing face masks to protect each other, disinfecting the church facility before 
and after every service. Look for more communications over the next several weeks as the 
teams complete this important task. 

While Holy Cross is closed, it is important to know that the business and administration of the 
church continues to function effectively, thanks to the work of staff and many dedicated     
volunteers. The church financials are strong, largely due to reduced spending and the        
generous giving by Holy Cross members and friends. A huge thank you to everyone. 

Virtual worship services continue to be well received and offer a great sense of ministry. At 
this time, contemporary virtual services will take place every Wednesday at 6:30 pm and     
traditional virtual service will continue to take place every Sunday at 8:30 am.  A heartfelt 
thank you to all who have worked so hard to make these services successful. 

There are several vacant ministry team positions, including chairperson positions for Christian 
Education, Congregational Life & Compassionate Care and Youth Ministry. I strongly            
encourage you to consider accepting one of these positions. Should you be interested, or have 
a recommendation, please contact Jane Martin or myself. 

God Bless, 

#walkwithus   
Walk with us!  The theme at Holy Cross has many meanings, especially as we continue 
to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. Walk with us on your faith journey. We are here 
and want to be a part of it with you! Walk with us on your physical journey. As the 
weather continues to remain fantastic, most of us are looking for any excuse to get 
out and do something! 
 
Let’s see how many times we can collectively walk the length of the Superior Hiking 
Trail throughout the spring and summer.  Keep track of steps, blocks, miles, whatever 
measurement you go and submit them whenever you want.  We'll keep track of every-

one's submissions and update our progress. Submit on holycrossduluth.org and click 
on #walkwithus on the home page, email your submission to holycrossduluth@gmail. 
com on the church voicemail at (218) 722-0132.   

 

 

 
Dear church, 
 
Words matter. Words matter in our scripture, in 
our hymns, in our governing documents, and 
beyond. Fifty years ago, on June 29, 1970, the 
Lutheran Church in America voted to change the 
word “man” to “person” in its bylaws and opened 
the door for the ordination of women. The Amer-
ican Lutheran Church achieved the same  
thing by resolution a few months later. The church  
was led by the Spirit to change. At the time it was scary for some. Fifty years later, it is now 
part of our heritage.  
 
Fifty years later we celebrate the anniversary as a whole church. The influence of those deci-
sions 50 years ago is not merely the impact on women. This is a celebration for the whole 
church, because the whole church has been strengthened by the gifts of ordained women in its 
leadership. We celebrate how these pastors have shared the Word, including with words of 
compassion, conviction, and curiosity. We also give thanks for the moments when there are no 
words, but they have offered their presence. 
 
We also know that women who are pastors have struggled in ways men who are pastors have 
not. They deal with sexual harassment, disrespect, and often lower pay due to gender-based 
discrimination. The first women of color in our predecessor bodies weren’t ordained until 
1979. And it wasn’t until 2009 that barriers to ordination were removed for LGBTQIA+ individ-
uals in committed relationships. We know that racism and heterosexism complexify and inten-
sify these problems. This discrimination is also part of our heritage, and something that we 
need to continue to work to eliminate.  
 
Fifty years after 1970, we also live in a world beset by change. I am grateful for the Spirit who 
continues to lead us and for the women God has called to minister to us. I thank God for all of 
you who minister so faithfully.  
 

In Christ, 

 
Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus”  ~ Galatians 3:28.  

 

June 29 Marked 50 Years! 



 

 

 

Coloring Page for All Ages! 

 

 

 
 

How can I keep from singing? 
While though the tempest loudly roars, 
I hear the truth, it liveth. 
And though the darkness ’round me close, 
songs in the night it giveth. 
 
There is trouble all around, notes the lyricist. Tempest, darkness, tumult, strive, lament, and 
yet there is an echo of new creation. The moral and spiritual arcs of history are present in 
challenging times. The perfect storm of pandemic, racism and structural violence, and ecolog-
ical destruction are real. But they are not the whole story. God has the final word. God’s hymn 
of grace persists and calls us forward to a new heaven and a new earth.   
 
Rejoice, clap your hands, praise God. How can we keep from singing, grateful, loving, and 
strong, even in time of pandemic? 
 
How can we keep from singing when we see the beauty of the earth! How can we keep from 
clapping our hands when friends sacrifice for the greater good! Let us stand with God’s moral 
arc and join the hymn of new creation. 
 
Peace, 
  

Pr. Noah 

Continued from page 1 

 

(As of May 31, 2020) 
 

Actual Income YTD    $94,810.17 

Budgeted Income YTD  $89,778.80 

Difference   $5,031.37 

  
Actual Expenses YTD  $85,273.90 

Budgeted Expenses YTD $101,854.74  

Difference   $-16,580.84 

Financial Overview 

From the Pastor 

Is Your Contact Info Correct? 
 

Thank you very much to the group of vol-

unteers who have been reaching out to our 

members during this time of distancing!! 

However, it has been very difficult to keep 

our members updated if we don't have  

current email addresses, cell phone     

numbers and landlines (if you have one).  

Please email holycrossduluth@gmail.com  

or call 722-0132. 


