
 

Now is 
the Time!

Key Dates
April 1, 2021 ~ Request
contractor bid proposals

April 30, 2021 ~ Review

contractor bid proposals

May 2021 ~ Congregational

Appeal Campaign

Week of May 16, 2021 ~

Secure bank commitment

Week of May 23, 2021 ~

Congregational approval of

the project

June 1, 2021 ~ Sign contracts

July 1, 2021 ~ Work begins

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is the cost of the project?

Will the building project require that Holy Cross take
on debt?

What is the pledge time frame?

When will construction begin?

When will the decision be made?

When will the pledge campaign take place?

Why do we need to issue contract bids so early if the
project isn't completed until October?

Who can we speak to about questions?

 The contractor bids will be submitted to Holy Cross by

April 15, 2021.  Based on the project bids received 18

months ago, we are anticipating the total project cost

could reach $135,000.

 

We anticipate we will take a short-term loan to be paid

off by the pledges from all of us in three years or less.

 

The pledge time frame is three years.  Financial

contributions to the building project will occur from

June 1, 2021 to June 1, 2024.

 

We expect our contractors to begin by mid-summer

with all the work done by the end of October 2021.

 

Congregational approval will take place during the

third week of May 2021.  A series of town hall style

Zoom meetings will take place in late April to introduce

and explain the project elements and needs, seek

project go-ahead and begin the congregational appeal

campaign.

We anticipate the membership pledge campaign to

take place from April 15 to May 16, 2021.

 

Due to heavy contractor workloads, we need to have

our project on the contractors' schedules this spring or

we'll miss the opportunity this year.

Please feel free to contact Pastor Noah or Scott

Lipinski, our congregation president.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
410 North Arlington Avenue

Duluth, MN  55811
(218) 722-0132

www.holycrossduluth.org



Dear Friends in Faith,

The year was 1934.  A new church was built in the

Duluth Heights to lead people to lifelong faith in

Jesus Christ.  They said, "Now is the time!" and

pooled their meager resources to build Holy Cross's

first church building, called Highland Lutheran. 

 Because of their generosity and bold action, more

people in the Heights were able to hear and

experience together the story of God's

unconditional love.

In 1958, Holy Cross again said "Now is the time!" 

 To meet the needs of their growing church family,

they built a brand new church building.  Plans were

made for a new church with Sanctuary seating

capacity of 250, Fellowship Hall seated reception

capacity of 180 and facilities for Sunday school

classes as well as an office wing for the Pastor's

study, working office, a meeting room and a chapel.  

"Built on the cross" literally described the new

church, as board members, the building committee,

architects, and builders turned over spadesful of

earth along a line representing the cross bar of the

cross.  Then the entire congregation joined in

drawing a plow, guided by Reverend Edward

Engdahl, to cut a furrow marking the upright beam

and completing the sign of the cross in the soil

where our church now stands.  And again, more

and more people would flock to Holy Cross to hear

and experience the good news of God's love.

Again in 1993, Holy Cross said, "Now is the time!"

For the sake of leading more people to a lifelong

faith, the people of Holy Cross were bold and

decided to move the church forward, building a

new, welcoming Narthex, offices and an elevator to

ensure accessibility for all.

Again and again, throughout Holy Cross's history,

the people of Holy Cross saw the need to expand,

modernize and preserve their church building to

ensure something they believed to be absolutely

critical: that Holy Cross provide a welcoming and

hospitable space were all can come to know a

lifelong faith in Jesus Christ!

Today, although we're living through a very

challenging time, we are reaching more and more

people.  God is still faithfully using us to make a

difference in the Heights and beyond.  Yet, I'm

told by our building team that it's critical that we

now take steps to protect, preserve and power

forward the work of the courageous families that

have gone before us.

Simply put, would you join me in ensuring that

when we come back fully from this pandemic, our

building is yet again ready to go?  Our incredible

building team and appeal directors tell me that it

will cost $135,000 to repair the sanctuary, narthex

and education addition roofs, repair our beautiful

exterior wood post supports, repair brick veneer

and replace exterior siding.  The work will begin

in July and hopefully be completed before the

snowfall.  The overall timeline of this project is

included for you to get a sense of where God is

calling us.

We believe, yet again, God is saying to all of us:

"Now is the time!" Now is the time for Holy Cross

to preserve a welcoming home where all can

experience lifelong faith in Jesus Christ!

Folks, now is the time!

Pastor Noah Johnson

FROM OUR PASTOR HOW DO I PARTICIPATE?
Thank you for supporting God's work

through your church family.

 

Prayerfully consider the amount you would like

to contribute to the "Now is the Time" building

project.

Remember, gifts of all sizes are welcome and

needed to complete the project.  Please

consider giving your best gift.  Combined with

our entire Holy Cross family's generosity, your

gift will have a tremendous impact.

If you have any questions, please contact the

church office at (218) 722-0132.

OUR CHALLENGE
Please prayerfully consider your best gift and

take action by Sunday, May 16, 2021!

 

Fill out the enclosed Pledge Card to submit your

household's contribution to our "Now is the

Time" campaign.

Return the Pledge Card by mail or in person by

Sunday, May 16, 2021.


